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Henk Schrik 

Swidoc/Steinmetzarchief 

K1eine-Gartmanplantsoen 10 

1017 RR Amsterdam 

tel: 020-225061 

Abstract. 

This paper presents the Continuous Survey Project of 

the Social Science Faculty of the University of Amster¬ 

dam. This project, originally set up as a quarterly sur¬ 

vey project, started in January 1972 and is still going 

on. 

Processing and archiving is done by the Steinmetz Archives 

After an introduction, this paper reports documentati¬ 

on instruments that have been developed to have easy 

access to and use of the datasets. It reports also the 

claening of a large part of all datasets and it goes short 

ly into weighting procedures developed, in order to get 

representative national samples. 

The paper is completed with a (provisional) bibliography 

to the project. 

+ 

Dit artikel is in mei te Ottawa gepresenteerd op een 

conferentie van de International Association for Social 

Science Information Service and Technology(IASSI ST). 
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I. lutroduction^ 

1.1. history 

The first survey with the title 'kwartaalonderzoek' 

(quarterly research project), as a part of a longitudi¬ 

nal research project, dates back to January 1972. It was 

the result of an initiative of the Baschwitz Institute for 

Masspsychology and Public Opinion and the Department of 

Methodology of the Institute for Political Science, both 

of the Dniversity of Amsterdam. 

Both institutes felt the need to collect data from the 

adult population throughout the country, on a continuous 

basis ('t Hart, 1976). 

The aims were: 

1. to obtain data on. the development of opinions with¬ 

in the Dutch population on relevant matters; 

2. to consider wants and needs of teaching and research 

in the Faculty of Social Sciences, that is, being 

able to put questions concerning specific ends 

( ad hoc ) ; 

3. the possibility of being able to experiment in 

view of other research; 

4. the possibility to perform replications of earlier 

research. 

The participants to the researchgroup decided upon a quest¬ 

ionnaire, of which one part was meant to be a fixed part, 

to appear in every following survey of the project, the 

other part variable, depending upon actuality, teaching and 

research needs and wants of the participating departments 

of the Subfaculty. Other departments of the gubfaculty than 

the initial ones therefore were invited to send in questi¬ 

ons for the variable part of the questionnaire and/or to 

participate in the researchgroup. 

Sofar, 18 surveys have been carried out. The fieldwork for 

the first 14 surveys of the project was done by the 
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Netherlands Foundation of Statistics unlimited (NSS)+ 

at The Hague. The fieldwork for the latter five surveys of 

the project was done by the Netherlands Institute for Public 

Opinion (NIPO)++ at Amsterdam. So, in fact the total number 

of surveys carried out sofar is nineteen. Two surveys were 

carried out at the same time by each of the two bureaus. 

The main reason to pass on from the one bureau to the other 

was a financial one. 

From the start until spring 1977 the processing of the data 

from this project was done by the local Social-Science Data 

Archive of the University of Amsterdam (ASDA)+++. 

From spring 1977 until now the data are being processed by 

the Steinmetz Archives. The ASDA ceased to exist after early 

1977, as it became obsolete, due to the development of the 

Steinmetz Archives as the one national Social-Science Data 

Archive, having its residence in the same city and working 

on the same computers. 

Two representatives of the Steinmetz Archives participate 

(as 'outside University’ representatives) in the research- 

group . 

.2. recent developments^ 

With the change from the one research bureau to the other, 

the researchgroup also critically evaluated the question¬ 

naire (that is, for its fixed part). This evaluation resul¬ 

ted in a reduction of this part of the questionnaire, and 

a simplification, leaving more space for the variable part 

of the questionnaire. 

The subfaculty financed the 'cleaning* of the first four¬ 

teen 'waves' of the research project. The cleaning has been 

carried out by the Steinmetz Archives. 

+ NV. v/h. Nederlandse Stichting voor Statistiek 

++ Nederlands Instituut voor Publieke Opinie 

+++ Amsterdams Sociaal-Wetenschappelijk Data Archief 
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One part of the cleaning project was the cleaning of the 

data from the several surveys themselves. This part of the 

project has been finished. Weighting procedures (that have 

been developed) form another part of and an addition to the 

cleaningproject. This part of the whole project will be 

finished before long. 

Documentation, a third part of the cleaning project, has 

been finished for about 70%, and awaits supplementary fi¬ 

nancing to be completed. 

Documentation, the cleaning itself, and weighting procedu¬ 

res will be described and illustrated in 1 the following 

sections. 

.3. future_glans_and_develogments^ 

As a result of the cleaning, the weighting procedures der 

veloped and the documentation schemes developed, the data 

have reached such a level that they are now more inviting 

for research and teaching. Further plans have been made 

for a profound evaluation of all questions in the data¬ 

sets, an evaluation that is started already, and is also 

being carried out by the Steinmetz Archives, and financed 

by the Subfaculty of Political Science of the University 

of Amsterdam. 

In future, cleaning and documentation will be carried out 

shorter after data-collection than was done until now. 

It seems, that the value of the dataset is also increasing 

to fit.longitudinal analyses, such as time-series analyses 

and cohort analyses. This, for instance, will be one of the 

subjects for future publications of the researchgroup. 

However, the actual possibility of more publications, and 

especially more surveys to be held is rather uncertain. 

The necessary plans for economy measures of the University 

of Amsterdam seem to be, to economize on research in the 

Social Science Faculties. A discontinuation of the project 

can, beyond any doubt, be seen as a waste of money already 

spent on cleaning and documentation. 
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.4. the data. 

Ever since the start of the Continuous Survey Project, the 

budget for the project has never been sufficient to honor 

the initial name Qf the project : "kwartaalonderzoek" 

(quarterly survey project). 

In _ta.bljB—I. we Show the dates/periods that data-collection 

of the several surveys took place. In addition we show for 

each of the surveys the number of respondents and the num¬ 

ber of variables included. The surveys are called 'waves' 

and numbered from one to eighteen. 

As we mentioned, before, all surveys until march 1977 (inclu¬ 

ding nr.14a) have been carried out by the NSS. Ever since 

(to start with nr.14b) the surveys are carried out by NIPO. 

Table 1. 

. . number of number of 
dates/period respondents variables 

) j anuary 1 9 72 600 

2 septelmber 1972 631 

3 december 1972 606 

4 may 1973 567 

5 September 1973 585 

6 december 1973 588 

7 . may/June 1974 600 

8 november 1974 593 

9 june 1975 594 

10 October 1975 620 

11 january 1976 597 

12 june 1976 608 

13 november 1976 668 

14a march 1977 692 

14b march 1977 630 

15 november 1977 583 

16 january/february'78 594 

17 june/july 1978 606 

18 december 1978 599 

19 total 11561 

1 1 2 

1 48 

101 

1 15 

116 

1 27 

192 

1 89 

140 

164 

1 28 

1 49 

163 

159 

1 59 

191 

252 

133 

200 

2938 
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The total number of respondents, including waveI8, amounts 

to 11561, with an average of 608 respondents per sample. 

The total number of variables is 2938. All the surveys con¬ 

tain about 60 variables that belong to the fixed part of the 

questionnaire and therefore appear in every survey of the 

project. So, the total number of distinct variables in 

these 18 (19) surveys amounts to almost 1800. However, a de¬ 

duction has to be made of this number because in some sur¬ 

veys replication for a number of subjects has taken place, 

although not belonging to the fixed part of the question¬ 

naire. The average number of'variable' variables per survey 

is about 90. 

All datasets of this project form a part of study-number 

P0111 in the Steinmetz Archives. All de datasets from the 

Cgp i.e. every wave, except for those where data—collec¬ 

tion has taken place less than two years ago, are free 

for public use. The datasets from the CSP that are less than 

two years old can only be obtained after consultation and 

consent of the original researchers, although until now 

there have never been serious problems concerning use of 

the data. The way the study is announced in the Catalogue 

and Guide of the Archives follows below(not yet completely 

updated). 
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STUDY NUMBER 

TITLE 

ACCESSIBILITY 

DEPOSITORS 

DATA-COLLECTOIKS) 

YEAR 

SAMPLED UNIVERSE 

STATUS 

NO. CF CASES 

NO. OF VARIABLES 

* 

ABSTRACT 

P01 11 
UAVE 1 UP TO UAVE13, UAVE14A» U A V E t 4 8 » UAVE1S UP TO UAVE18 

KONTINU-ONDERZOEK 

A > NO RESTRICTIONS (EXCEPT LESS THAN 2 YRS. OLD) 

INSTITUUT VOOR 'JETENSCHAP DER POLITIEK - IUP, UNIV. V. 
AMSTERDAM * AMSTERDAM * BA^CH'JITZ INSTITUUT, UHIV. V. 
AMSTERDAM * AMSTERDAM 

NSS - NV. VH. NED. STICHTING VOOR STATISTIEK * DEN 
HAAG > UP TO UAVE14A * NIPO - NEDERLANDS INSTITUUT VOOR 
PUBLIEKE OPINIE * AMSTERDAM * FROM UAV£14B OH 

1972 * 1972 * 1972 * 1973 * 1973 * 1973 * 1974 * 1974 * 1975 
* 1975 * 1976 * 1976 * 1976 * 1977 * 1977 * 1977 * 1978 * 
1978 * 1978 

NAME OF COUNTRY: NETHERLANDS , AGE LIMITS: POPULATION 
ABOVE 17 YEARS, LOCATION OF UNITS OF OBSERVATION* 
NATIONAL 

SPSS-SYSTEM FILE 

600 * 631 * 606 * 567 * 585 * 588 * 600 * 593 
620 * 597 * 608 * 668 * 692 * 630 * 583 * 594 

594 * 
606 * 599 

112 * 148 * 101 * 115 + 116 * 
164 * 128 * 149 * 163 * 159 * 

127 
159 

192 * 189 
191 * 252 

140 
133 * 200 

POLITICAL INTEREST EXPOSURE TO RADIO-TV PROGRAMS AND 
INFORMATION IN PAPERS OPINION LEADERSHIP SENSE OF POLITICAL 
EFFICACY POLITICAL INFORMATION PARTISANSHIP ATTITUDE TO 
SOCIETAL CHANGE LOCAL-COSMOPOLITAN ATTITUDE TO COUNTRIES 
THAT THREATEN PEACE 'JAYS TO INFLUENCE PARLIAMENT 
ENGAGED IN ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERSHIP 
ATTITUDE TO HOMOSEXUALITY KNOWLEDGE OF HOMOSEXUALITY. UAVE2 * 
POLITICAL INTEREST EXPOSURE TO TV-PROGRAMS AMD INFORMATION 
IN PAPERS 
OPINION LEADERSHIP SENSE OF POLITICAL EFFICACY POLITICAL 
INFORMATION PARTISANSHIP RANK-ORDERING OF GENERAL VALUES 
IMPORTANCE OF LOCAL-COSMOPOLITAN ATTTITUDE COUNTRIES THAT 
THREATEN PEACE MOST ATTITUDE TO ATOMIC WAR PEACE 
INTERNATIONALISATION EUROPEAN GOVERNMENT 'JAYS TO INFLUENCE 
PARLIAMENT ENGAGED IN ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERSHIP SATISFACTION 
UITH INCOME LEVEL CONSUMPTION ATTITUDE TO MARRIED WOMEN 
HHAYIHG A JOB. 
UAVE3 : PLITICAL INTEREST EXPOSURE TO TV-PROGRAMS INFORMATION 
IN PAPERS OPINION LEADERSHIP SENSE OF POLITICAL EFFICACY 
PARTISANSHIP POLITICAL EFFICACY OF LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS 
AID TO OTHER COUNTRIES IN CASE OF HILITAIRY ATTACK ECONOMIC 
CRISIS COUP D'ETAT LEADING TO DICTATORSHIP 
TREATY ON AID TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES POLITICAL INFORMATION 
WAYS TO INFLUENCE PARLIAMENT ENGAGED IN ORGANIZATIONAL 
MEMBERSHIP ST ATISFACTIOH WITH INCOME LEVEL CONSUMPTION. 
UAVE4 : POLITICAL INTEREST EXPOSURE TO TV-PROGRAMS AND 
IIIFORMATION IN PAPERS OPINION LEADERSHIP SENSE 
OF POLITICAL EFFICACY POLITICAL INFORMATION PARTISANSHIP 
POLITICAL EFFICACY OF LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS TREATY OH AID-TO 
OTHER COUNTRIES IN CASE OF HILITAIRY ATTACK COUNTRIES THAT 
THREATEN PEACE MOST UAYS TO INFLUENCE PARLIAMENT ENGAGED 
IH ATTITUDE TO SOLDIERS' PRESSURE-GROUP TRADE-UNION 
ACTIVITIES WDM 
ATTITUDE TO S-5 PSYCHIC INSTABILITY AS A REASON HOT TOBE 
ENLISTED . 

* FURTHER INFORMATION ON ?-)AVES 5-10 IS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 
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2. Documentation. 

2. 1. mas terfile . 

A first access to the information of the data from the CSP 

is the 'masterfile1. Because of the structure of the infor¬ 

mation in all the files of the project, a fixed part and a 

variable part, a masterfile (spss-systern file) was con¬ 

structed containing only one case. However, the masterfile 

contains by now, after 18 waves, a total number of 1335 ful¬ 

ly labelled variables (var labels and value labels). 

So, every distinct question that was put to the respondents 

since January 1972 appears in the masterfile. All different 

questions in a new survey of the project will be added to 

the masterfile. 

The information from the -list fileinfo— in spss, is stored 

on tape, after superfluous information was stripped off. 

The information is available for everone interested in these 

datasets. An example of a page of this information, by now 

well-known to a lot of people, is shown in figure _L. 

2.2. wave. 

Until now, as we mentioned before, 19 data files from this 

project have been processed. The raw data files were checked 

on total number of cards, and number of cards per respondent. 

Recodin'g was done and an spss-file was made of each of the 

datasets. Labelling was and is done out of the masterfile 

(write fileinfo for selected variables), that was updated 

already before processing the new data and creating a new 

spss-file. 

All the spss-files are stored on tape. In addition to this, 

the frequencies output including statistics for all the 

waves is stored on tape. 

Within due course a weighting variable with weightingfactors 

will also be included in every wave of the project ( see 

page 25 ) • 
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FIGURE 1. 

DOCUMENTATION ON THE 1305 VARIABLES IN FILE MASTER1S 

ACTIVE VARIABLES ARE MARKED WITH AN * 
LABELS ARE REPORTED FOR ACTIVE VARIABLES ONLY 

REL 
POS 

VARIABLE 
NA"E 

VARIABLE LABEL 

(CONTINUED) 

MISSING rr.t 
VALUES Fmt 

1235 * VAR121? CONCERN WITH' PUBLIC HEALTH 
0 NO PROBLEM AT ALL 

1. NO VERY GREAT PROBLM 
Z. GREAT PROBLEM 
3. VERY GREAT PROBLEM 

MISSING 9• NA 

1236 * VAR1219 CONCERN WITH EDUCATION 
0 NO PROBLEM AT ALL 

1. NO VERY GREAT PROBLM 
2. GREAT PROBLEM 
3. VERY GREAT PROBLEM 

MISSING 9. NA 

1237 * VAR12P0 CONCERN WITH PUBLICITY OF ADMTNISTRAT ION 
0 NO PROBLEM AT ALL 

1. NO VERY GREAT PROBLM 
2. GREAT PROBLEM 
3. VERY GREAT PROBLEM 

MISSING 9. NA 

123B * VAR12?1 CONCERN WITH PRICE_RISES 
0 NO PROBLEM AT ALL 

1. NO VERY GREAT PROBLM 
2. GREAT PROBLEM 
3. VERY GREAT PROBLEM 

MISSING 9. NA 

1239 * VAR1222 GOVRNMNT SHLD HANDLE:HOUSI MG SHORTAGE 
0 SHLD DO NOTHING 

1. A LITTLE 
2. MUCH 

’ 3. VERY MUCH 
MISSTNG 9. NA 

1240 * VAR 1223 GOVRNMNT SHLO HANDLE:UNEMPLOYMENT 
0 SHLD DO NOTHING 

1. A LITTLE 
2. MUCH 
3. VERY MUCH 

MISSING 9. NA 

9 , 

9. 

9. 

9. 

9. 

1241 * V A R12 2 A GOVRNMNT SHLD HANDLE:POL UJTI ON 
0 SHLD DO NOTHING 

1. A LITTLE 
2. MUCH 
3. VERY MUCH 
9. NA 

9. 

MISSING 
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2.3. datalib. 

In addition to the archives tapes, all the waves are stored 

on another set of tapes, modlib tapes, for public use. These 

modlib tapes are used in a computerprogram called: 

'datalib' . 

Datalib is a public (computer) library, in which all studies 

of the Steinmetz Archives that have reached the status of a 

spss-file are stored. It was specially developed for this 

purpose by the Technical Centre of the Faculty of Social 

Sciences of the University of Amsterdam. Those who have ac¬ 

cess to the CDC-computers of the Academic Calculation Centre 

Amsterdam (SARA)+, therefore also have easy access to all data 

(spss-files) of the Steinmetz Archives, by simply copying 

the files out of the library, provided there are no restric¬ 

tions on usage of the data of course. For use of files that 

do have restrictions one has to contact the Archives first. 

Evidently, studies that have restrictions can't be copied 

by users, of course usage of all 'public' files has to be 

reported to the Archives. 

A file that is copied out of the library can be used direct¬ 

ly with spss or s t ap (Ams ter dam appendix to spss). In 4ig.ure 

2 we give two examples using datalib. 

Fi£ure_ra. Figure_2b. 

HENK,CM22000,T17,101 77, NT 1 ,.NP 

account’, $$$$$$$$$. 

ATTACH,TCLIB,ID=TCLIB. 

LIBRARY,TCLIB. 

DATALIB,WAVE7. 

CATALOG^GTFILE,PFNM,ID=0WNER. 

HENK,CM22000,T17,10277,NT 1,NP. 

ACCOUNT,$$$$$$$$$. 

ATTACH,TCLIB,ID=TCLIB. 

LIBRARY,TCLIB. 

DATALIB,WAVE7=WAVE7,POO 15=P0015 

CATALOG, WAVE7, PFNM,ID=0WNER. 

CATALOG,POO 15,PFNM,ID=0WNER. 

+ Stichting Academisch Rekencentrum Amsterdam 
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2.4. kwicindex. 

A second access to the contents of the data concerns the 

kwicindex. This index is based on all variable labels 

(in English) residing in the raasterfile. First all the labels 

from the masterfile are written on disk. For further proces- 

ing of this information, the Technical Center of the Social 

Sciences supplied another useful computerprogram, called : 

’varkwic'. All the words in the labels are used as index terms, 

except for user-specified stop words. The variable number or 

short name is used as a reference on every line. 

This index is used as a resource during the processing of data 

from another survey of the project. The index is also a 

.handy resource for users in finding particular variables. 

This index is also stored on tape and easy accessible for 

users. In £i£u_re_3 we show a small section of the index. 

2.5. quick-reference-1ist. 

A third entrance to the contents of the datasets of the CSP 

consists Qf the quick-reference-list (QRL). Actually, it 

is a matrix in which the variable numbers have been brought 

together with the numbers of the questions in a particular 

questionnaire, i.e. for all eighteen waves (processed 

sofar). 

Using spss,these data have been formatted in such a way, 

in a matrix, that for each variable the matrix shows in 

what particular wave(s) the variable appears and the corres¬ 

ponding questionnumber in that/those particular wave(s). 

The QRL is one of the strongest entrances to the informa¬ 

tion of the datasets. Part of this matrix is shown in 

figure 4. Like the other documentation this QRL is also 

stored on tape and made easely accessible. 

2.6. riqs_documentation. 

Documentation of the CSP is completed with a so-called 

Riqs-file. Riqs is used according to one of its two func¬ 

tions, namely as an information retrieval system. 
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FIGURE 3 

IN FORMR TIMES.R VISITED 
R SWITCHES 

USING CARS SHIO RE 
LAST TIME 3 art 

R ROS ART: 
NETH SHOULD HAVE INDPNDNT 

MENTIONED PRORLEM: 
•\RORTTON_RULES SHLO RE DTFF.TQ 
IN A WHILE THIS CRISIS WILL RE 

IN A WHILE ALL THIS WILL RE 
INFLUENCE PARLIAMENT: 

IN 
IN 

SPLIT AGR. 

RS LEFT-RIGHT RATING OF 8.D.GAAY- 

R'S PLACE HAS 
CITY CENTERS SHLO RE 

R RANKS* 
PEOPLE'S CONCERN: 
R'S CONCERN WITH! 

IN ARMY 

R'S PLACE HAS 
R LIKES TO BE INTERVIEWED ON 

SHLO HOMOSEYUAL TELL FAMILY QR 
PEOPLE'S CONCERN: 
R'S CONCERN WITH: 

R RANKS: REAL 
rlikes _mates_ TO COME TO THE 

R LIKES TO COMP TO THE 
R HAS 

CENTRAL HEATING NEEDS .. FOR 
<IF MO CENTRAL HE AT ING> R USES .. F, 

SUNNY WEATHER IS NO 
R HAS 
R HAS 
R HAS 

R THROWS DOORS WHEN HE IS 
R SAYS ANYTHING WHEN 

9 UNCONTROLED WHEN 
R THROWS DOORS WHEN 

R UNCONTROLED WHEN 
R SAYS ANYTHING WHEN 

PRESENT DRNG INTERVIEW* CHILP4 . 
RS ’ LEFT-RIGHT RATING r)f R.D 

R IS NOT 
R DOESN'T LIKE_LIKES_ 

NOISY SUPPORTERS ARE PART OF THE 
OISAQV.RFSOURCES: 
DISADV.RESOURCES I 

DISADV. RESOURCES* 
ADVANTAGES OF RESOURCES: 
ADVANTAGES QF RESOURCES* 
ADVANTAGES OF RESOURCES* 

SURVEYS IN 
SURVEYS IN 
SURVEYS IN 
SURVEYS IN 

R OFTEN 
R OFTEN_NEVFR_ 

R OFTEN 

FOOTBALL_MATCHS 
fqotball_programms ON TV off 
FORBIDDEN AT ALL 
FOREIGN NEWS 
FOREIGN NEWS.1ST. RELATIONS 
FOREIGN POLICY 
FOREIGNFRS 
FORGHNRS 
FORGOTTEN 
FORGOTTEN 
FORM AN ACTTONGROUP 
FOR MR TIMFS.R VISITED C00T3 ALL_M ATCHS 
FC.RMR TIMFS.R VISITFD OTHER SOQRTS 
FORMULATION_SEE COOE.BOOK 
FORMULATION_SEE C0DE_300K 
FQRTMAN 
FRANCE HAS NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
FREE NATURE 
FREE OF CARS 
freedom 
FREEDOM OF SPEECH 
FREEDOM OF SPEECH 
FREEDOM Q.SPEECH AS IN SOCIETY 
FREQUENCY R 
FRFSH CLEAN AIR 
FRIDAY 
FRIENDS ask R ABOUT govt problems 
FRIENDS ASK R A8T PLANS IN RESIDENCE 
FRIENDS ? 
FRIENDSHIP 
FRIENDSHIP 
FRIENDSHIP 
FRONT 
FRONT 
FUCTION IN SPOPTS AS COACH 
FUEL 
FUEL 
FUN ANYMORE 
FUNCTION IN SPORTS AS ESCORT 
FUNCTION IN SPORTS AS MANAGER 
FUNCTION IN SPORTS AS REFEREE 
FURIOUS 
FURIOUS 
FURIOUS 
FURIOUS _OOFS NOT_ 
FURIOUS_ALWAYS CONTR. 
FURIOUS_IS CONTROLD 

. F _ 
, G AAY-FORTMAN 
ga.mble_mindeo 
gambling 
GAME 
GAS. 
GAS . 
GAS. 
GAS. 2ND, 
GAS. 3RD. 

VA®10 B R 
VAR 1062 
VAR 71 A 
VAR312 
VAROOO 
VAR 135 
VAR972 
V A R 1 3 1 3 
VAR 33l 
VAR 336 
V AR 067 
VAR 1033 
VAR 1039 
VAR 1015 
VAR 1006 
VAR 475 
VAR 129 
VAR694 
VAR 713 
V A R 113 
VAR912 
VARQ01 
VAR 263 

KFEPS INFORMFD ABT- POLLUTIONVAR631 
V AR 695 
V AR 305 
V A R 012 
VAROIO 
V A ROD 7 
V A R 9 3 0 
VAR 919 
VAR 120 
VAR 1033 
V AR1017 
VAR 359 
V AR 275 
VAR 276 
VAR 495 
VAR 353 
VAR 357 
VAR 360 
VAR 1026 
VAR 6?9 
V AR102 3 
V AR1043 
V A R1047 
V A R104 9 
VAR 1107 
VAR 475 
V A R 10 2 9 
V A R104 8 
VAR 1073 
VAR1201 
VAR 1200 
VAR 1202 
V A R1189 
V A R1190 
V A R 113 9 
V A R 2 B 9 
V A P. 2 8 7 
VAR ?8B 
V A R 286 
VAR 633 
V AR1068 
VAR 637 

2ND. ANSW. 
1ST. ANSW. 

3RD, ANSW. 
ANSW 
ANSW 

GAS. 1ST. AN$W 
GENERAL IMPORTANT FOR RESP 
GENFRAL INTEPSTING 
GENERAL UNDERSTANDABLE 
GENERAL USE FULL 
GETS ANGRY WITH ARBITER 
GETS ANGRY WITH OPPONENTS 
GETS ANGRY WT OPPOSITE PLAYERS 
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By using Riqs (Remote Information Query System) a documen¬ 

tation file was created. 

The structure of the documentation file 'Kontinu file' is 

according to the Steinmetz Archives version of the inter¬ 

national study description scheme(SDS)+, last discussed and 

agreed upon at the Kopenhagen conference of 1977. Therefore 

this documentation file contains amongst others : informa¬ 

tion on sampling, number of variables, presence of back- 

groundvariables, English abstract of the contents etc.,etc. 

In addition to the SDS the file contains for all waves the 

complete questionnaire, together with the numbers of the 

questions, corresponding variable numbers and the English 

labels of the variables. Finally, if necessary, additional 

information per variable is included. 

A Riqs-file consists of records. Records contain items and 

subitems. Every wave is considered as a record, further in¬ 

formation as items and subitems. Using Riqs, one may search 

for specific words in questionnaires/texts or SDS thereby 

using the retrieval facility. A small section of standard 

output from Riqs (search procedure with Riqs-online) is 

shown in JLLglU_fi_Ji.lt is also possible to index+++ words in 

the file, for instance words in the text of the question¬ 

naire or variable labels using stop or key words, and using 

the particular wave(s) as a reference. Exact position of 

words can be traced then, 

+The new Steinmetz Archives version 3.0 of the international SDS is 

only 2 months old. All the information in the own former SDS from the 

Archives' holdings has been rearranged and adapted as much as possible 

to the agreed structure. The Steinmetz version contains additional items 

and leaves others out. The Riqs system is used for storage and 

retrieval. 

+<tne disadvantage of Riqs is that, unlike STAIRS, the program/system 

can’t handle truncation (version 2.0). 

+A+second disadvantage of Riqs is that when indexing over a number of 

items for one subitem, the same words appearing in other subitems 

are also found in the index.(version 2.0). 
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100. 
101. 

102. 

101. 

104. 

105. 

106. 

TITLF OF STUDY 
KQNTINU-ONOEPZOEK 

_SU9_FILF_S_ 
WAVE 1 

FIGURE 5. 
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VRAAGNR 
vraagtekst 
VARNR 
VARLABEl 

VRAAGNR 
VRAAGTEKST 

VA°NR 
VARLABEl 

VRAAGNR 
vraagtekst 

VARNR 
VARLABEL 

VRAAGNR 
VRAAGTEKST 
VARNR 
VARLABEL 

VRAAGNR 
VRAAGTEKST 

VARNR 
VARLABEL 

VR AAGNR 
vraagtekst 

VARNR 
VARLABFL 

VR AAGNR 
VRAAGTEKST 

VARNR 
VARLABEL 

108. 
VRAAGNR 
vraagtekst 

VARNR 
VARLARFL 

003 
SAMENSTELLING VAN HET GEZIN NAAP GESLACHT EN LEEFTIJD 
VAR001 VAR002 VAR 003 
NR. OF PERSONS IN HOUSEHOLD 0 F 1H YRS. AND OLDER/ AGE OF 
RESPONDENT IN YEARS/ FAMILY SIZE 

008 
KUNT U MIJ ZEGGEN HOE VAAK U ACTUAL ITEITEN PROGRAMS KIJKT 
OP DE TELEVISIE 
VAP004 
RESP. SEES NEWSREEL ON TELEVISION 

000 
HOE VAAK LUISTERT U NAAR ACTUALITEITEN PRQGR AMMA *S OP DE 
RADIO 
VAR005 
RESP. LISTENS TO NEWS ON RADIO 

010 
HOE VAAK LEEST U IN DE KRANT NIEUWS OVER UW WOONPLAATS 
VAR006 
RESP. READS ABOUT : NEWS OF RESIDENCE 

Oil 
ALS ER IN DE KRANT NEDERLANOS NIEUWS ST AAT ZOALS LOON - EN 
PR IJS BE LEID OF REGERINGSPROBLEMEN IN DE HAAG HOE VAAK LEEST 
U ZELF OVER DAT SOORT ZAKEN 
VAR0Q7 
RESP. READS ABOUT : GOVERNMENT PROBLEMS 

012 
EN ALS ER IN OE KRANT BUITENLANDS NIEUWS STAAT ZOALS 
spanningen OF besprekingen tussen verschillende LANOEN KUNT 
U WEER VOLGENS KAARTJE AANGEVEN HOE VAAK U ZELP OVER OAT 
SOORT ZAKEN LEEST 
VAROOR 
RESP. READS ABOUT » NEWS# INTERNATIONAL 

013 
ALS ER IN GEZELSCHAP OVER PLANNEN OF MAATREGELEN IN UW 
WOONPLAATS WORDT GESPROKEN DOET U DAN MEESTAL MEE AAN HET 
GESPREK LUISTERT U MET RELANGSTELLING OF LUISTERT U NIET 
HERT U GEEN BELANGSTELLING 
VAROOR 
RESP. TALKS ABOUT PLANS OR DECISIONS IN RESIDENCE 

014 
STEL OAT KENNISSEN IETS OVER PLANNEN OF MAATREGELEN IN UW 
WOONPLAATS WILLEN WETEN IS ER DAN EEN GOEOE KANS DAT ZIJ DAT 
AAN U VRAGEN OF EERDER AAN IEMAND ANDERS 
VAR010 
FRIENDS ASK RESP. ABOUT PLANS IN RESIDENCE 

VRAAGNR 015 
100 
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Figures 6 and 7 show two examples of indices on words in 

questionnaire respectivily in variable labels. 

This file is one of the strongest resources of information 

to the CSP. However the status of the file is still optional 

because finishing this part of the cleaning project awaits 

additional financing. The file, when completed and updated 

will be stored on tape and made available for experienced 

users of Riqs. Others may ask the Archives to perform a 

search procedure or construct indices using specific key 

words. The file will replace the one available and provi¬ 

sional codebook with several appendices. 

2.7. original_forms. 

One remaining access to the data of the CSP has been skip¬ 

ped sofar. This entrance consists of the original forms of 

all the surveys, filled in partly by the respondents afid 

partly by the interviewer. These forms of all the waves are 

still available. 

These forms were of vital importance to the cleaning project 

of course.Further, the forms contain still information that 

has not been coded yet. This concerns for instance answers 

to open-ended questions. Every now and then students take 

care of this in small research projects, of which some are 

to be found in the bibliography at the end of this paper. 
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3. Cleaning.+ 

3.1. to_start_off_with. 

October 1977 the Steinmetz Archivesagreed with the research- 

group of the CSP to carry out the cleaning project. Up6n 

starting the control work all then present information 

was : fourteen rawdata files and fourteen spss-system files. 

In addition there was the so-called masterfile, the spss- 

system file containing one dummy case, and in principle all 

variables ever used in the CSP sofar. Finally the former 

ASDA had produced a written codebook with some background 

information. 

3.2. control. 

The cleaning started with a number of control operations 

to be performed: 

a. control on the presence of all questions from the 

several waves in the masterfile; 

b. checking the correspondence of text and categories 

of questions appearing in more than one wave, the 

inventory of differences, and if necessary, creation 

of new variables; 

c. checking the correspondence of Dutch text and cate¬ 

gories with English variable and value labels in 

. the masterfile and the waves; 

d. control over and standardisation of *missing values* 

of all variables in the masterfile and existing 

wave s. 

e. an inventory was made of all wild codes and incon¬ 

sistencies in the existing spss-system files. 

In fact, this stage of the cleaning project meant answering 

about 16000 questions. For every variable in every wave (up 

to 14b) questions had to be answered like: is this variable 

appearing in this wave, if so, what is the questionnumber; 

is the text in correspondence with the text in other waves. 

+ for more detailed information see the report of De Vries and De Vries. 
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And many questions more had to be answe*ed.' The same goes 

for the categories. This all resulted in a manuscript of 

about 150 pages with instructions for carrying out the 

actual cleaning work. It resulted in a preliminary form 

of the quick-reference-list, and a drawer full of notes 

and memos. This stage of the cleaning project took about 

two-third of the time/budget. 

3.3. the_cleaning_work 

The second stage of the cleaning project started with 

revising and improving the masterfile on the basis of the 

results found in the first stage. Wild codes and inconsis¬ 

tencies in the different files were listed for the 

respective respondents. Improvements were carried out on 

the basis of the information in the original questionnaires. 

Every wave was revised and improved on the basis of hi16 

results gained in the first two stages (improved masterfile 

and checked inconsistencies). Some variables were split in 

more, i.e. new variables were created. Some variables were 

added anew from the existing raw data files, because there 

were serious doubts on proper coding. For a number of 

variables the non-response category could be reduced 

substantially. Nevertheless, at this point the 'cleaners’ 

started to doubt the gain in reliability, because of the 

impossibility to perform this kind of operation systemati¬ 

cally for all variables, in view of time and budget. 

The quality of the original spss-system files differed 

substantially, because they were made at different times 

by different people. 

This part of the project, the cleaning itself, took about 

one-third of the total time/budget. 

3.4. documentation 

The third stage of the cleaning project can be defined as 

the documentation phase. Broadly, this meant that all the 

waves of the CSP had to be made accessible and usable in 

most optimal form. 

In an early stage of the project it was already decided 
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that as much documentation as possible should be in 

machine readable form. Therefore the already discussed 

instruments were constructed. These instruments are 

available now for users. 

Some of the instruments were already present, like the 14 

existing (but to be revised) spss-sytem files. And datalib 

was and is not only meant for the CSP-waves. 

Some of the instruments -though present- were not yet 

available for users, like the kwic-index and the masterfile. 

Some of the instruments were not present at all, and had to 

be build up on the basis of the results gained in the first 

two stages. This concerns for instance the quick-reference- 

list. 

The Riqs-file was, in a narrow sense, already existing as 

part of the larger documentation file of all the Steinmetz 

holdings, including the questionnaire. Now it consists as 

a seperate Riqs-file, called 'Kontinu file*. The file is 

not yet completed and updated, because as we mentioned 

already, this part of the work awaits additional financing. 

Description of differences between questions that are brought 

together in one variable, categories to open-ended questions 

or categories not covered by value labels could not com¬ 

pletely be fitted in the already discussed instruments. An 

additional document (in the masterfile or Riqs-file or as 

seperate file) will be created. 

3.5. summary 

At the end of their report the 'cleaners' made some general 

remarks concerning the cleaning. 

They say that their initial enthusiasm faded away in 

view of the complexity of the problems, problems that are 

so specific because of the continuous character of the 

research project at hand. 

At the same time they state that because of this continuous 

character of the project it makes the cleaning all the more 

necessary. 

Another remark concerns the checking of inconsistencies. 

The reason why this made up such a large part of the cleaning 

work was the existence of ’blocks of questions', filter- 

questions, extensive interviewer instructions etc. Mistakes 
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caused by those structures are sometimes irretrievable. 

Consistency can be gained in such instances at the cost 

of growing non-response categories. 

Consistency in the wording of the questions was lacking 

more than was necessary, because often the wording was 

not intended to be different. 
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4. Weighting grocedures . 

4.1. why_weighting. 

Samn..ing procedures for the CSP have always been carried 

out, using families as sampling units, so meant to be re¬ 

presentative for family size. In fact this is not the case 

because the difficulty of a sample of persons, drawn as a 

sample of families, is that single persons are mostly 

underrepresented, as there is more chance of finding sin 

gle persons not at home. 

In order to get to a representative sample, we may make 

adjustments where sample data deviate from population data 

which means weighting the sample. 

As an addition to and follow-up of the cleaning project, 

it was decided that all waves should be weighted, each of 

them forming a representative sample of persons of the 

Dutch population. 

^ defining_conditions_for_weighting. 

If we decide to weight a sample to a population for which 

the sample should be representative, amongst others we 

have to consider the following: 

a. what variables will he used to perform the 

weighting on ; 

b. what point(s) in time to choose for comparing sample 

data with population data ; 

c. collection of population data ; 

d. drafting a strategy, that is, the way the weighting 

will be carried out and the order of the variables 

in the strategy that is developed ; 

e. check where the sample(s) deviate from the population 

data ; 

f. the weighting itself ; 

g. investigating the effectivity of the weighting. 

+ f or more detailed information see the report of Bakker. 
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A.3. E°EH1^£ion_data. 

The selected variables for weighting the CSP were the 

following : family-size, age, sex, civil sattus, province, 

and degree of urbanisation. But problems of non-correspon¬ 

dence between categories in the sample data and in the popu¬ 

lation data from the Central Bureau of Statistics concerning 

degree of urbanisation, caused this variable to be excluded 

from the weighting procedures. 

4.4. point_in_time. 

The several waves (up to 14b) of the CSP cover a time-period 

from January 1972 to March 1978. For most variables popula¬ 

tion data were available for each year via the 'Statistisch 

Zakboek'. However for the variable family-size only data 

from the Census of 1971 were and are available. 

Population data (reduced to the size of 600) were compared 

for several years. None of the four variables changed sig¬ 

nificantly during the years 1972-1978. On the basis of these 

results it was decided to control and weight the samples for 

population data stemming from January 1976, except for the 

variable family-size (February 1971). 

4.5. weighting_strategy. 

After the decision on what variables the weighting procedure 

will be carried out, and the collection of the population 

data, a weighting strategy was developed. One strategy was 

developed to apply for all the waves. Weighting will be 

carried out (is actually being done now, mid—april) according 

to the following order : first; family size or in fact now 

the number of persons of 17 yrs. and older in the family, 

second; age and civil status, third ; province and sex. 

One problem, that of the transition of a sample of families 

to a sample of persons was satisfactorally solved. 

A second problem in this weighting strategy was the number 

of categories on which the weighting procedure to be carried 

out. 
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The three step procedure will be carried out on the basis of 

adjustment of 5x16x22 = 1760 cells (by way of assigning 

weighting factors). This implies, with an average of 600 

respondents per wave, many empty cells. Therefore th num¬ 

ber of categories has to be reduced drastically. A number 

of criteria has been decided upon for reduction. 

4.6. the_weighting. 

For every wave of the CSP will be calculated what variables 

deviate significantly from the population data. A specially 

developed computerprogram for performing weighting proce¬ 

dures (Koens, 1975 ; De Boon, 1978), will adjust frequen¬ 

cies for blocks in the samples to frequencies for blocks in 

the population by assigning weightingfactors to respondents 

inside such defined blocks. 

The program calculates also the effective sampl size, of 

which the variance is equal to the variance of a simple 

random sample of that size (Kish, 1965, p.88), and adjusts 

the weightingfactors in such a way that this size will be 

the result. 

A variable containing weightingfactors will be added to every 

wave (up to 14b). It is up to the users of the datasets to 

work with unweighted or weighted files. 

4.7. evaluation_of_weighting. 

After weighting procedures have been completed, it will be 

investigated in what way the weighting has been effective, 

by controlling for every sample, deviation from the popu¬ 

lation data before and after weighting. 

Another point of evaluation is to investigate if the 

adjustments concern systematic or accidental deviations. 
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5. Actual_status_of_the_groject. 

By now, mid-april, number 18 in the series of the CSP is 

completed. Fieldwork for number 19 is scheduled for mid-may 

next. Financing is also insured for another survey 

in id-sept ember . 

The cleaning project as agreed on in October 1977 has been 

completed, i.e. up to and including wave!4b. In case the 

waves from number 15 onwords should be cleaned too in the 

next future, new arrangements between the researchgroup and 

the Steinmetz Archives have to be made. 

As far as documentation is concerned, the masterfile and 

kwic-index have been updated to wavel8, the quick-reference- 

list has been updated to wavel7. 

Weighting the waves up to wavel4b is in its final stage. 

This goes also for the first investigations into longitudi¬ 

nal analyses of the files that have been cleaned sofar. 
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