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Minutes Annual General Meeting BMS-ANed 2026

Assembly of the BMS (Biometric Section of the Dutch Society for Statistics and Operations Research – VVS) and ANed (Dutch region of the International Biometric Society – IBS)

Date: Friday, June 19, 2026
Venue: Prior to the Symposium “Connecting Survival Analysis and Infectious Disease Modelling” (Gorlaeus Building, Leiden Bio Science Park)
Chair: BMS-ANed Chair Marianne Jonker
Minutes: BMS-ANed Secretary Floor van Oudenhoven

Other BMS-ANed board members present:
· Jeroen Hoogland
· Wouter van Amsterdam
· Liesbeth de Wreede

The General Assembly was scheduled and held prior to the BMS-ANed symposium “Connecting Survival Analysis and Infectious Disease Modelling” on June 19, 2026, in Leiden.
On May 15, 2026, an announcement email was sent informing members that the 2026 General Assembly would take place before the symposium. A reminder email was sent on June 3. The financial and annual reports of BMS-ANed, the agenda for the 2026 General Assembly, and the minutes of the 2025 General Assembly were made available on the BMS-ANed website:
https://www.vvsor.nl/biometrics/pages/archive/. 

1. Opening
· Chair Marianne Jonker opened the assembly. Four participants were present in addition to the board members.

2. Approval of the agenda
· The agenda was approved.

Announcement
· On May 14, 2026, Hans van Houwelingen passed away. He had been an honorary member of VVSOR since 2008 and was closely connected to our section. An in memoriam has been published on the VVSOR website and will also appear in STAtOR. Hans made an enormous contribution to the development of biostatistics in the Netherlands. A symposium in his memory will be organized; details will follow.

3. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 2025
· The minutes of the 2025 assembly were approved.

4. Overview of BMS-ANed events (June 2025 – May 2026)
· Marianne Jonker summarized the events held in 2025 and provided an update up to May 2026. Details can be found in the annual report (see archive link above).
· Upcoming confirmed events include today’s symposium and the Hans van Houwelingen Award 2026.

5. Changes in the BMS-ANed board
· Farewell and thanks were extended to outgoing Secretary Mar Rodriguez.
· The secretary role has been transferred to Floor van Oudenhoven (Danone Nutricia Research).
· Liesbeth de Wreede (LUMC) has joined the BMS-ANed board.

6. Financial overview and report of the financial audit committee (kascontrolecommissie)
· Marianne presented the financial summary. It was explained that an incorrect payment of €1,980 was received on the last day of 2025; this payment was intended for WUR and was transferred in 2026. As a result, this amount appears as income in the 2025 financial overview and will appear as an outgoing payment in 2026.
· The kascontrolecommissie has audited the 2025 finances (see archive link above).
· It was suggested that the balance should also be included in the overview so members can see the current total amount. Marianne explained that the current balance is approximately €30,000. Maintaining this reserve is important to cover potential deficits from Channel conferences. Part of the funds can also be used to sponsor events; members are encouraged to contact BMS-ANed with proposals. 

7. Budget 2026
· Marianne presented the budget for 2026.

8. Biostatisticians registry
· The rules and regulations for the Registry of Biostatisticians were revised last year. The new rules provide more flexibility for applicants who cannot identify a suitable referee within the registry.
· Registration/certification serves as proof that a biostatistician has sufficient theoretical knowledge and experience to work independently.
Registration Committee (new board):
· Joost van Rosmalen (UMC Utrecht)
· Joanna in ’t Hout (Radboud UMC)
· Peter van de Ven (UMC Utrecht)
· Sophie Swinkels (Danone Nutricia Research)

9. Any other business
· It was noted that in the UK, Clinical Trial Units exist and are subject to government evaluations, including the accreditation of statisticians.
· A question was raised regarding the use of registration fees for the registry. These fees are used to cover infrastructure and related costs.

10. Closing
· Chair Marianne Jonker closed the assembly.
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