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Minutes Annual General Meeting BMS-ANed 2025
Assembly of the BMS (Biometric Section of the Dutch Society for Statistics and Operations Research - VVS) and ANed (Dutch region of the International Biometric Society - IBS) 

Date: Thursday June 19th 2025
Venue: During the BMS-ANed Spring meeting in Utrecht (at “Vredenburg 19”)

Chair: BMS-ANed President Marianne Jonker
Minutes: BMS-ANed secretary Mar Rodríguez Girondo
Other BMS-ANed board members present: 
Treasurer Dennis te Beest
Jeroen Hoogland 
	Joost van Rosmalen
              Sara Baart
Floor van Oudenhoven

The general assembly was planned and accordingly announced to take place during the Hans van Houwelingen Biometry Award ceremony and symposium on June 19th, 2025, in Utrecht.

On April 25th , 2025, an email was sent announcing that the 2025 General Assembly of the BMS (Biometric Section of the Dutch Society for Statistics and Operations Research - VVS) and ANed (Dutch region of the International Biometric Society - IBS) would take place prior to the Hans van Houwelingen Biometry Award ceremony and symposium on June 19th, 2025, in Utrecht. A reminder email was sent on May 28th. On June 4th, 2025 an email was sent referring to the 2024 financial and annual reports of the BMS-ANed, the agenda for the General Assembly 2025, and the minutes of the 2025 General Assembly. All the documents could be found on the BMS-ANed website: https://www.vvsor.nl/biometrics/pages/archive/ . 

Additionally, a document with proposed new regulations for the Registry of Biostatisticians was distributed together with the  4th June e-mail, to be discussed during the General Assembly. A final reminder e-mail was sent on June 10th, 2025.

All emails were sent to the email lists of both IBS-ANed and VVSOR-BMS.


1. Opening 
· The president Marianne Jonker opened the assembly. 11 participants  besides the present board members.
2. Approval of Agenda
· Agenda is approved
3. Minutes annual general meeting 2024
· Marianne Jonker explained the status of the action point from the past General Assembly 2024:
· Action point: finalizing the reactivation of the Registry of Biostatisticians, including new regulations. This point has been addressed, and the progress will be discussed later in the assembly.
· The minutes of the 2024 assembly were approved.
4. Overview BMS-ANed events, June 2024-May 2025.
· Marianne Jonker summarized the events that took place in 2024 and provided an update until May 2025. The details can be found in the Annual report (https://www.vvsor.nl/biometrics/pages/archive/).
· Regarding the course on the role of statisticians in Data and Safety Monitoring Boards (DSMBs), coordinated by Prof. Kit Roes (Radboud UMC) and organized by BMS-ANed, the intention is to offer this event every three years.
· The upcoming confirmed events include a new edition of the PhD day in November/December 2025.seminar in the Biostatistics Seminar Series in September, focused on AI and presented by Wouter van Amsterdam. 
5. Changes in the BMS-ANed board. 
· Farewell and thanks to outgoing Public Relations Roula Tsonaka.
· The Public Relations role is transferred to Sara Baart.
6. Financial overview + report financial audit (kascontrolecommissie)
· Dennis te Beest presented the financial summary. It is mentioned that Marco Grzegorczyk and Stefan Böhringer have audited the 2024 finances. Details can be found here: Archive - VVSOR. 
· A question was raised about the current capital of BMS-ANed, which amounts to several thousand euros. It was explained that maintaining this capital is important to cover potential negative balances from Channel conferences. The financial split for Channel conferences is 40% for the organizers and 20% for each of the remaining three regions.
· A comment was made about the decreasing number of members. The audience was encouraged to promote BMS-ANed membership among PhD students within their institutions.

7. Budget 2024
· Dennis te Beest explained the budget. An attendee asked whether it is possible to receive sponsorship from BMS-ANed for events. It is generally possible to obtain sponsorship from the VVS-OR, so attendees are encouraged to contact BMS-ANed if they have such ideas.


8. Regulations Hans van Houwelingen award
-      A new requirement is proposed for the Hans van Houwelingen (HvH) award regulations to prevent conflicts of interest: BMS-ANed board members who are candidates for the HvH Award should not take part in selecting the jury. This is not covered by the current rules. The following addition in the regulations is proposed by the BMS-ANed board and voted: 
 “A paper whose first author is a member of the ANed board may be nominated for the Hans van Houwelingen Award; however, in such case, this board member shall not participate in the selection of the jury.  Being a co-author without being the first author does not affect participation in the jury selection procedure.”
· The are no objections to the proposal and hence approved.
· 
9. Biostatisticians registry
· As agreed in the General Assembly 2024, the BMS-ANed board has finalized the reactivation and renewal of the regulations of the Registry of Biostatisticians.
· BMS-ANed board member Joost van Rosmalen explained the current status.
· Summary of the implemented changes:
· Relax requirement that application must be signed by two  referees who have worked with the applicant and are registered biostatisticians themselves. 
· Removal of board of appeal. Appeals will be handled by the board of BMS-Aned
· Various changes to the regulations, in order to simplify them and make them up to date.
· Replace current board of the Registration committee. The new board of the Registration committee is:
· Joost van Rosmalen (UMC Utrecht, chair)
· Joanna in ’t Hout (Radboud UMC)
· Peter van de Ven (UMC Utrecht)
· Sophie Swinkels (Danone)
· There was a discussion, with several questions from attendees, regarding the need for referees and the requirements for those referees. The current proposal allows full freedom in the choice of referees. It was agreed that referees are necessary, since some biostatisticians may not have publications, making it difficult to assess them based solely on publicly available information. However, the previous requirement that referees must already be part of the registry is problematic, as relatively few biostatisticians are registered. At the same time, there were reservations about allowing candidates to select all referees themselves, as the quality of the references may not be guaranteed. The consensus was to add a sentence to the regulations stating that the Board of the Registration Committee has the right to request an additional external referee and to share the CV with this referee.

· The new regulations were approved, conditional on the addition of this extra point.

10. Any other business
11. Closing
· The president Marianne Jonker closed the assembly.
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