BMS-ANed organised the following events in 2020:

1. BMS-ANed and PSDM have jointly organised a meeting: “Challenges in clinical trials during COVID-19”.
Date: July 7, 15.00 - 16.30. 
Location: Online 
Speakers: Kit Roes – Radboud UMC; Stefan Driessen – Abbott Laboratories
Attendance:  ~ 50 people. 
More info: https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/BIOMETRICSOCIETY/713ac962-588b-42d5-940f-47ae32f0b28c/UploadedImages/IBS_BioMetric-Bulletin-Vol37-Issue4-1_3.pdf.

2. BMS-ANed organised an autumn meeting with the jury members of the Hans van Houwelingen award 2019 (winner: Pariya Behrouzi): “Biostatistics Kaleidoscope”.
Date: November 20, 12:00h – 14:00h.
Location: Online 
Speakers: Ruth Keogh (London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK), David Causeur (Agrocampus, Rennes, France),  and Cécile Proust-Lima (University of Bordeaux, France). 
Attendance:  84 people. 
The IBS report on the meeting is attached on the next page.
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Online Conference “Biostatistics kaleidoscope”

On 20 November 2020 BMS-ANed had its second online event. We organized a scientific meeting on a Friday around lunch time, i.e. from 12:00-14:00 , that had a very interesting program. So we are glad to say that we had 84 registered participants! 

Earlier this year, an international jury awarded the Hans van Houwelingen award for the best Dutch biometry paper of 2018 and 2019 to Pariya Behrouzi (Wageningen University) for her paper with Ernst Wit (Detecting epistatic selection with partially observed genotype data by using copula graphical models, published in JRSS C in 2019), and an Honourable mention to Anirudh Tomer (Erasmus MC) for his paper (Personalized schedules for surveillance of low-risk prostate cancer patients,  published in Biometrics in 2019). Because of the restrictions due to Covid-19, the ceremony was hold online in a small group consisting of the jury, the winners, Hans van Houwelingen himself, and the BMS-ANed board.  It can be viewed here.  

Traditionally, when all the work for the selection of the winner of the Hans van Houwelingen award is done, we invite the jury members to present their own work. This year the jury consisted of Ruth Keogh (London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK), David Causeur (Agrocampus, Rennes, France),  and Cécile Proust-Lima (University of Bordeaux, France). 

After a short welcome by our chair Mark van de Wiel, Pariya was once more congratulated, but now for a bigger public. She will receive a physical award later, and she may organize a BMS-ANed meeting with speakers of her choice. Afterwards, jury member Ruth Keogh started with her talk “Using sequential target trials to estimate causal effects of treatments from longitudinal observational data”, using a UK registry with long-term data of cystic fibrosis patients. Over time, patients may switch treatment, and also time-dependent confounders play a role in this process. This makes the modeling of the association between treatment and death a complex one. The sequential trial approach offers a tool to analyze these survival data, as well as the marginal structural model, but it seems the sequential trial approach needs less assumptions. Next, David Causeur spoke about “Adaptive Handling of Dependence in High-Dimensional Regression Modeling”. He discussed the pros and cons of dependency between characteristics in prediction. He showed results of a simulation study comparing several regression methods such as OLS, Lasso, Ridge, PLS and PCR, using example data on orange juice with 700 covariables (available in the R package cggd).  Cécile Proust-Lima ended with “Modeling inter-related longitudinal processes in cerebral aging”, where she discussed the challenge how to understand the temporal influences between the multiple dynamic domains involved in the development of Alzheimer’s disease. She discussed a dynamic model that quantified the temporal links between dimensions measured repeatedly over time, using structural models for the underlying (latent) dimensions. The presentations were very much appreciated by the public, and the PDFs of the presentations can be found on the VVS-OR website. 

After the scientific part, we ended with the Annual General Meeting 2020 of  BMS-ANed, i.e. the assembly of the BMS (Biometric Section of the Dutch Society for Statistics and Operations Research - VVS) and ANed (Dutch region of the International Biometric Society - IBS). There were a few changes in the BMS-ANed board: we said farewell to Rianne Jacobs [RUG] and Willem Kruijer [WUR], and there was a vote to agree with the new members Dennis te Beest [WUR, treasurer], Mar Rodriguez [LUMC; secretary], and Roula Tsonaka [LUMC, PR]. Further, an overview of past events was given, acknowledgements were given to non-board members with involvement in BMS-ANed activities, and the ANed financial report on 2019 was discussed, with special attention to the “Corsten fonds”. It was decided to transfer this fund to the IBS, since the IBS also has a support program for researchers from developing countries which matches the purpose of the Corsten fonds.
We are looking forward to the online Spring meeting on Friday 18 June, which will be the meeting organized by Pariya Behrouzi .

Joanna in ‘t Hout, on behalf of BMS-ANed
 

